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“ Errrvac misery is an infinite punishment. | 
Sin, therefore, to render such punishment . just, 
must be an infinite evil. But sin. being the ac- 
tion of a finite creature, cannot be infinite. Will! 

ou say, that the majesty of the Being against 
whom. sin gives sin its infinity. 
Then, give me in my turn, that | 
an act of obedience is infinite also. Obedience 


is committe id. 
ienve to suv, 
has equal reference to God, as disobedience. 


rot the ot] "| 


one be rofinite, 4 wb ! ier? ihe argument 
wiilprove too _ ~Itecannot be a good one. In- 
deed. it is an inadmussthle solecism, to say that 


miinitv is pre tnsbin of any action of man. but, 


fo tnilict an infinite purushment ona tinite crime, 
is palpably unjust. fternal misery, therefore, 
iamethod of goversm ont Gedeove: ‘will adopt. 


better whence to inert: 


forth 


ffi you have no lopic, 


your argument, e justice of eternal punisb- 


ment. than the mfinity of sing you cannot long 
keep yourselves m countenance, nniess it be by 
pimpers and maintasn such a doctrime. 


And. if eternal puni-iiment be net reconcil- 


tote with the pustice, no man will undertake to 
’ se | ‘ t} ? » ro |}: acs { ¢ i + se} ! 
M'Hie i! with the OoduesSs, O 10a, Or Wik 
y other divine attribute 
4 ’ ee . } 
* Astothe motive, which contd excite the di- 
vine being to admit sucha dispensation ot prov- 


rdence mto bis svstem of moral government: i 
t 


bap 
vlor V oO] 


illustrious dis- 


auy view to 
ot his cr 
must be 


wiorv. or the 
by the 


cannot be his own 


piness of any atures, 

Ciod. here, wded the 
plav of the divine attributes. Dut, pray. 
astriously displayed in the 
eternal misery of simmers?) ft as a method of 
rably unjust. And, 
is so bungling and awk- 
that infinite wis- 


inter 
what 
attribute of God is ul 
goverment that is demonst 
in the very face of it. it 
ward a method of government, 


8 ° v's: ‘ - 9 
dom will vever admit it What should we say 
of the mechanic. whe could not construct a ma- 


chine. without leaving some important w neelor 


spring palpably out of place, and disordered ? 


Sin and misery, moral and physical e vils. are the 


gre atest e syils ana disordk ars 7) the UDEV: re,— | 


believe that God will ad- 
mit their eternal continuance? [t is an easy 
matter int for therr mtreduction, and tem- 
porary continuance ; but for their eternal con- 
tinuance, | despair of ever seeing any rational 
or consistent account. 

“To make a defectible creature, if, at the 
saine time, the methods of divine government 
be such, as to supply all the defects of that crea- 
ture, and to place him in such circamstances as 
will certainly, inthe event, render his existence 
a real benefit, or blessing to him ; may be con- 
sidered as perfectly just. But on any other 
supposition, to make a defectible creature,would 
be unjust and cruel. Accordingly, before man 
was created, the mediatorial plan of providence 
was concerted, a Mediator provid. 9 lenib slain 
from the foundation of the world, and every thing 


And can you seriously 


toaccort 


love, aud mercy. 


| adjusted to admit the introduction of a defecti- 
ble order of intelligences, and to render such 
an eventa real blessing to those intelligences 
‘themselves, an illustrious display of the divine 
character, and a final good to the universe. In 
this way, and under these existing circumstan- 
ices, | conceive, God admitted sin into the sys- 
i tein, and said, Let us make man. And, when we 
consider the matter in this light, the whole mys- 
tery of the introduction of moral and physical 
evil, and their te mporary continuance in the sys- 
tem, is explained and justified. But to make 
jone individual a defectible creature, to place 
(him in circ 
,ence vo blessing, but a curse, and to leave him 
| without remedy in those circumstances, would 
be the highest injustice to that creature; and 
can never be admitted as the act of God. Con- 
sequently, eternal misery is no part of the plan 
of God. 

* But, though it can never be admitted, that 
eternai misery will be conducive to the divine 
glory, it may promote the happiness of the righ- 
teous. That it is the divine design to continue 
sin, and misery in the universe, to all eternity, 
to promote the happiness of the righteous, is a 
mere conjec ture, without the least countenance 
from reason, or scripture. Men have first de- 


|termined that the torments of hell will be eter-| 
‘Then, as their minds revolted at the hor-! 


inal. 
rid idea of eternal misery, they cast about for 
government. And, as nothing appeared to pro- 
mise fairer, than the glory of God, and the hap- 
piness of the righteous; these were eagerly, 
embraced as reasons of the divine conduct in 
perpetuating sin and misery in the untverse.— 
but here hes an msurmountable diffientty tn my 
way, that God hath never once tntimated,. that 
he would promote the efernal happiness of some 
by the eternal misery of the rest of mankind. 
that the eternal misery of a great part of man- 
kind should be a revealed truth, as is pretended, 
and that no reason should be given for so aston- 
ishing a method of government is unaccountable. 
‘This, however, is the fact. The glory of God, 
and the happiness of the righteous, have never 


| 


yet been assigned by Ged, as the reasous of this | 


conduct. As to the glory of God, in the eternal 
misery of some part of mankind, it hath been 
considered. And, when we consult our natures, 


we tind nothing to justify the supposition, that 


the eternal misery of the wicked will be a sub- 


ject that wail afford happiness to the righteous. 


Man is naturally sympathetic, 
sionate. 


pitiful, compas- 
, hurts our feelings and distrulbs 
our enjoyment. The retlection, that a feilow 
creature deserves what he suffers, does not pre- 
vent the operation of sympathy and compassion, 
Whoever saw a wretch capitally punished, with- 
out the greatest emotions, even though he died 
by the hands of justice ? Our nature is such that 
we cannot feel happy, whilst we see, or know, 
that others are miserable. And these tender 
feelings of our natures are encouraged by our 
religion We are exhorted and commanded to 
resemble our Father in heaven, in kindness, 
1 wish to know, whether go- 


JANUARY 14, 1820. 


‘umstances that will render his exist-| 


poses. to justify so shocking a method of 


The sight of human misery gives very | 
“uneasy sensations 





NO. 
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ing to heaven will entirely divest us of humani- 
ty? Will every delicate, tender, sympathetic 
sentiment die in our breasts, sosoon as we shall 
reach heaven, the world of eternal love? Will 
charity also expire in heaven, with every other 
tender passion? In order to satisfy ourselves 
fully, that the eternal misery of our fellow crea- 
tures will be a mean of promoting our happi- 
ness, we ought to be quite certain that herven 
will extinguish every spark of humanity with- 
in us. 

It has been said, if not written, that the saints 
in heaven willlook down into hell, and, beheld- 
ing the execution of divine justice upon those 
miserable inhabitants, will rejoice, and feel an 
increase of real happiness. If this will be the 
fact, heaven certainly must be filled with a kind 
of saints entirely unknown in this world. Be- 
sides, there is something here supposed, that 
never will, or can be true. That the saints in 
heaven will behold the execution of divine jus- 
tice, in the eternal sufferings of the wicked.— 
Eternal misery hath been demonstrated to be 
unjust. So that the saints in heaven can never 
see the justice of God in the infliction of eternal 
misery But we will, fora moment, make the 
supposition, that the eternal misery of a part of 
the human race is a necessary mean of promot- 
ing the happiness of the rest. Does this econ- 
omy appear to agree with the character of infi- 
nite wisdom, unbounded goodness, and almighty 
power, which we unitedly ascribe to God? Does 

it not appear unaccountable that infinite wisdom, 
| influenced Ly unbounded goodness, and aided by 
almighty power, should not have constructed a 
| universe in suc ha manne r, as to admit the great- 
;est happiness, without requiring at the same 
'time, the greatest misery! ‘That God could not 
make some creatures supremely happy, without 
.making others supremely miserable! An un- 
'biassed mind will certainly meet with difficulty 
in believing this, and greater still in accounting 
for it. Where is the man that would not pre- 
fer anrihilation, to happy existence, at the ex- 
pence of the eternal misery of one of his fellow 
creatures? If that wretch, im human shape, can 
be found, he deserves the execrations of all liv- 
ing. Heis a monster, and not a man. 
“On the theory of eternal misery, you see the 
justice of God eternaily sacrificed, bis goodness 
blasphemed, his wisdom reproached, bis power 
reduced to weakness, and his whole character, 
as Creator and governor of the universe, most 
shametully vilified. This, my fathers, brethren, 
and fellow citizens, is my idea of the matter.— 
You may think otherwise; I once did. And, 
that | once thought otherwise, | ascribe wholly 
‘to the prejudices of education, example, and au- 
| thority.” 








ORIGINAL ANECDOTF. 


A clergyman in conversation with one of our brethren, 
observed, that people in this life formed characters fon 
eternity, and that as death fonnd them, they would al- 
ways remain; then groaning deeply, sir, says he, 4 
would ask you what must be the condition of q poor 
man in my neighbourhood, who died while he was dead 
drank ? To this our brother replied, if, as you say, 
there is no change after death, he must continue dead 
drunk to all eternity. 
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“ Truth is great and will prevail.” 

Amonc the numerous causes of the slow progress of 
truth for many centuries past may be included that un- 
wise policy adopted and rigidly observed by theologians 
in involving facts in the greatest absurdities and almost 
impenetrable mysteries, facts which were originally sim- 
ple and easy to be understood, and as expressly cesign- 
ed to benefit the poor and ignorant as we!l as the weal- 
thy and intelligent. To account in a manner consist: 
ent with the assumed character of meu professing so 
much holiness for such unjustifiable conduct, is extreme- 
ly dificult. Charity may plead ignorance in their be- 
half, but at the bar of reason wiil plead in vain. It is 
evident that they possessed nearly all the learning that 
was then in the world, and their motives for adhering 
to a linc of conduct so directly opposite to the well 
known principles of justice and humanity, were most 
probably these. To keep mankind in a state of non- 
resistance and passive obedience, and to secure to them- 
selves and successors all the worldly advantages which 
they so industriously sought for and so ordently desired, 
If literature did not enlighten their minds it is sufficient- 
ly clear that they were well skilled in the knowledge | 
of man. They well knew that mankind, particularly | 


fi 


eS Se ee 





the ignorant, are extremely fond of the marvellous, and | 
with reverence and awe would look up to those who 
displayed a great superiority of intellect, and who pre- 
tended to have been miraculously appointed the Al- 
mighty’s vicegerents upon earth. They therefore la- 
boured hard to obscure the simplicity of truth, to keep 
the people in the bonds of ignorance and slavery, and 
to produce an universal conviction on the minds of men 
that the secret designs of the Almighty were imparted 
to them, and that they alone knew and could point out 
the way to heaven. Bowed down with the yoke of 
bondage, the people took no pains to inquire after truth 
by their own exertions, but depended altogether on the 
probity of their priests. In fact is was the only safe 
course to follow, for were any one sensible of his natur- 
al rights and privileges, and so independent as to ex- 
press his own sentiments, his very existence was in dan- 
ger. To continue in their then condition, or to fall 
victims to the pride and revenge of man, were the only 
alternatives. Those whose thoughts reached no farther 
than the moment, doubtless prefered the former condi- 
tion to the latter. Therefore error and superstition dif- 
fused their pestiferous influence throughout all classes 
of mankind; ** growing with their growth, and strength- 
ening with their strength.” At length by the blessing 
of providence, the glimmering rays of knowledge began 
to dissipate the mists of ignorance, that had for centu- 
ries o’erclouded the understandings of men; and error 
and superstition with all their bi¢eous train began to 
recoil at the approach of truth. Men perceived the fol- 
ly of contending longer to be slaves to creatures who 
are but dust, and had only to will their liberty in order 
to have it. Their rights and privileges bestowed on 
them for their happiness by their beneficent Creator, 
began to be understood, and the majestic march of truth 
in all its strength and beauty commenced, and advanc- 
ed to the present period, notwithstanding the opposition 
it met with from the votaries of bigotry and enthusiasm. 
It now appears among us in all its lustre, like the dawn- 
ing of a beautiful day. Our Maker, yes our Maker, 
who has hitherto been held up to view with the most 
daring effrontery —the blackest impiety, as a Being par- 
tial, cruel and reyengeful, is now correctly represent- 
ed in the affecting language of inspiration, as a Being 
¢¢ whose tender mercies are over al] his works ;”? who is 
as good and willing as he is powerful and wise, as mer- 
ciful as he is just. Men begin to have juster notions 





of the Deity, and the relations they bear to each other. 
The vain philosophy of Plato, and the beart-freezing | 


originated in their heated and wild imaginations, are 
fast descending to the shades of oblivion, were may they 
rest as a warning to all those who may hereafter mistake 
dreams of terror for divine inspirations. Knowledge is 
power. Let its salutary streams be allowed to refresh 
the minds of wen thirsting for truth, and error will dis- 
appear like fog before the sun. Our Maker has wise- 
ly implanted in human nature a strong desire for the 
acquisition of knowledge, then my countrymen, let that 
desire be fully gratified and the frightful wilderness of 
mind will blossom like the rose. The traditions and 
vain imaginations of men will give way to the mild and 
pure gospel of Jesus Christ. 

‘+ For man loves knowledge, and the beams of truth 

More welcome touch his understanding’s eye, 

Than all the blandishments of sound his ear, 

Than all of taste his tongue.” 


MURRAY. 
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“THE DAY OF THE LORD.” 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 96.) 
Malachi iv. 5, 6, * Behold, I will send you Elijah the 


prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful 


day of the Lerd; and he shall turn the heart of the! 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to 
itheir fathers, lest Icome and smite the earth with a 
This day of the Lord is described just above, ! 


curse.” 
as follows; ** For, behold, the day cometh that shal] 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that 
do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that con- 
eth shal! burm them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that i 
shall leave them neither root nor branch.”? ‘The same 
day is described in the 3d chapter of this prophesy, thus ; 
** Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shail pre- 
pare the way before me; and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, he shall 
come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the 
day of his coming? and who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s 
soup. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of sil- 
ver; and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purgs 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an oijcring in righteousness.”? In these quotations 
there are several indications of the coming of the Mes- 
siah and the commencement of the gospel dispensation. 
Taking a general view of the subject of ** the day 
of the Lord,” us seen in the quotations from the proph- 
ets, it is very evident, that by ** the day of the Lord,” 
they represented any reat event which they foresaw 
would take plece, concerning the nation of the Jews, 
or other nations concerning whom their prophesies 
were delivered. It is easy enough to see, that no small 
injury would be done to the scriptures of the prophets, 
by supposing that in every passage, Where we read of 
** the day of the Lord,” the same time and event were 
always intended. Being fully justified in these reflec- 
lions, we may reasonably conclude, that this form ot 
expression muy be used in the New-Testament, in the 
sume way. It may not always point to the same time 
and event; but may be used to designate any remark- 
able period, rendered so by any special manifestation 
of the divine agency. 
St. Paul speaks of ** the day of the Lord Jesus,” in 
1 Cor. v. 5, ** ‘lo deliver such an one unto satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be savea 
im the day of the Lord Jesus.” ‘The apostle does not 
inform us how long it might be before the flesh of thi- 
man night be destroyed ; but the most natural construc- 
tion of the passage seems to be this; let this disorderiy 
person be excommunicated from the fellowship of the 
chureb, until such times as he shall have discontinuc& 
his unbecoming indulgencies, after which, be that tins 


doctrines of Calvin and Hopkins, doctrines which alone | /omger of shorter, be might again be received into fel- 
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lowship, and to the communion of the church. The 
time of his reformation, and of his restoration to the fel- 
lowship of the saints, and communion with the house- 
hold of Christ, might be stiled “the day of the Lord 
Jesus,” as to an individual, as well as the return of the 
captivity of the house of Israel could be called the day 
of the Lord. 

The same apostle uses this form of expression in 2 
Cor. i. 14, ** As also ye have acknowledged us in part, 
that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours, in 
the day of the Lord Jesus.” This reading is in the 
present tense, as if the cay of the Lord Jesus was 
then present. The apostle seems to say; We are 
your rejoicing ond ye «re ours. But we will not con- 
tend that because the reading isin the present tense, 
that therefore the sense must be so; but we may query 
how St. Paul could certainly know, that such fallibh 
creatures us were these Corinthians, would remain of a 
character worthy of his rejoicing in some future day, 
especially in a day of trial in a future world, when eve- 
ry one must be judged and rewarded according to his 
works? 
event, it seems that the event is as certain to be as if it 


If the present time is used to express a future 


now existed. This query ts thus stated, because out 
christian people, for the most part, have their minds a! 


ways carried into a future world, by reading of the day 








of the Lord Jesus. 
| ‘There are some things which seem to be suggested by 
|the passage in 1 Thes. v. which first induced to this in- 
quiry, which deserve spe ial notice. 
| Sce the passage; ** But of the times and the seasons, 
brethren, ye need not that I write unto you, for your- 
| selves know perfectly, that the day of the Lord so com- 
| eth as athiefin the night. Tor when they shall say, 
t peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh up- 
on them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in dark- 
ness, that that day should overtake you asathief Ye 
are all the children of light and the children of the day ; 
we are not of night nor of darkness.”’ 

It seems that “the day of the Lord” here intended 
was an event concerning which, the apostle and his 
brethren, to whom he wrote, were as well informed as 
they could expect to be; and being children of light, 
or of divine knowledge, were not in danger of being 
overtaken by the day of the Lord as by a thief; but 
that others being destitute of the light of knowledge 
which they had, were exposed to be overtaken by this 
day of the Lord as by a thicf. Now the meaning of 
this day’s overtaking them as a thief ts signified by the 
following words; ** When they shall say, peace and 
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them.” 
Thus those, whom this day of tie Lord would overtake 
as a thief, would, just preceding their sudden destruc- 
tion, be in a comfortable situation, and in the enjoy- 
ment of the prospect of safety and peace in its continu- 
ance; but their hopes would be suddenly blasted, their 
comforts destroyed, and that without the possibility of 
escape 

There is a passage in 2 Peter, 3d chap. which speaks 
of the day of the Lord, in which it is represented in a 
similar manner in which it is represented in this passage 
in Thessalonians, Sce verse 10, ** But the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat, the esrth also, and 
the works that are therein, shall be burnt up.” 

Here we are told that the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night, which is the manner described 
Now that 
these passages do not belong to the subject to which 
they are ge nerally applied we think is very evident from 
considerations which will be noticed. But before we 
proceed to this we will state the general use of these 
passages. ‘These and many other passages are gener- 
ally used to represent what is called the day of judg- 
muent, Which is a judgment which our chrietian divines 
suppose will take place at what they cal] the end of 


in the passage noticed in Thessalonians. 
































should overtake them asa thief. 
cated that if they had not been, at that time, the chil- 


wrote. 


ihe world, meaning at the literal dissolution of this ma- 
terial system. They suppose that this earth will be 
literally consumed by fire as described in the passage in 
St. Peter above quoted; and that at that time all the 
dead willbe literally raised, and together with all who 
shall at that time be upon earth, be arraigned before 
the bar of God and judged, and rewarded according to 
their works here in flesh and blood. ‘This great event 
they call the general judgment, the day of the Lord that 
is to come like a thief, the Jast and final judgment, &c. 
This dreadful day is the general topic on which te rrific 


pre ichers delight to dwell, on which thev build a thou- 


sand foolish and blasphemous tmaginations, wonderful- 
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like sheep, have gone astray; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all." This seems to lay a 
foundation for something favourable for all who went 
astray. It will not be allowed that the number who 
went astray was but few, for the scriptures say, * all 
have sinned.” That Jesus did bear the sins of more 
than a few is asserted in the 12th verse of this chapter 


as follows; ** Therefore will I divide hima portion with 





107 


lieve that the final success of the Saviour’s process will 
be to his full satisfaction ; ** He sl.all see of the travail 
of his soul and be satisfied.” Let the candid christian 
duly consider the following query: If Jesus in the tra- 
vail of his soul, bore the sins of all who went astray, if 
he tasted death for every man, and gave himself a ran- 
som for all, if he ever sees the travail of his soul and is 
satisfied, can it be in any thing short of what he says, 


the great, and he-shal] divide the spoil with the strong; ) John xii. 32, ** And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 


because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and he | 


will draw all men unto me”??? We are furthermore au- 


| was numbered with the transgressors; and he bear the sins | thorised, by the above passage from Isaiah, to believe 


! 


ly caleulated to fan their blind zeal to a flame, and to! 


terrify weak senses, and to agitate delicate nerves, 
It is necessary to notice here the common sentiment 
concerning the dead. This maintains that when a good 


man dies, or rather a regenerated man, his soul is re- 


ceived immediate ly to heaven, where he enjoys a large 


. ° . . . . i 
decree of blessedness, and where he is sure of remaining 


to alleternity ; and that when any one dies who is un- 
recenerate-his soul is sent to hell, where it must remain 
in unspeakable misery eternally. ‘These ¢tatements are 
short and simple, but they are true statements, and are 
ecording to the religious sentiments in which we are 
i} educated, and therefore familiar to all. 

Now, reader, let us use our reason on this subject 
aud endeavour to be candid in our investigation and 


conclusion. 


Who will this day of the Lord overtake 
Not those in heaven, for they are of the 
+, Willit overtake those in hell as athief? Will 
ey he comfortable and in the hopes of peace and safe- 
' this sudden destruction comes upon them? 
is not correct. But it may be said that 
© is. that sinners, who shall be alive on the 


+ortl ot (he coming of this great day are those on whom 


Wh) cert univ 


wiilcome as a thief. They will at that time be in the 


described in those passages. 


They will say 
safety, when all of a sudden, the heavens 
the earth will be all on fire over their heads, and 


under their feet, and all around them flames ascending, 


and the dead arising from the tombs to come to judg- 
ment! Dut the apostle told his brethren, who read his 


epistie, that they were not in darkness, that that day 


This certainly indi- 


dren of light, they would have been exposed to be ov- 
ertaken by the day of the Lord, as a thief. 
are to be overtaken in this way but such as shall be a- 
live on this earth at the time of its being literally burnt 
up, then the fact is St. Paul was writing on a subject 
that did not, in the least, concern those to whom he 


But if none 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 








THE STRAIT AND NARROW WAY. 


‘¢ Enter ye in at the strait gale ; for wide is the gate, 


and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go inthereat ; because strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find wt.°’—Matt. vii. 13, 14. 


Tus passage is very frequently quoted, by those who 


believe that but a few of the buman family will finally 
obtain salvation, and that far the greatest part will suf- 
fer everlasting misery in the world to come. 


They sup- 


pose that Jesus had this doctrine in bis mind when he 
spake the words here quoted, and that this doctrine is 
the subject to which they properly apply. 


We will endeavour to examine this subject, by bring- 


; 
' 


of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” } 


And this idea is fully expressed by St. Paul, in 1 Tim. 
ii. 6, ** Who gave himself a ransom for all to be testified 
* St, John in his Ist epistle 2d chapter, 
says, that Jesus Christ the righteous is the propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world. When Jesus instituted 
the sacrament of the supper, he said of the cup, * this 


in due time. 


is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins.*> To the Hebrews St. 
Paul speaks of Jesus, as tasting death, by the grace of 
God, for every man. In the light of the scriptures it 
cannot be contended that Jesus undertook to save but 
a few; it must be granted that all who went astray, 
all who sinned, were the objects of the Saviour’s gra- 
cious design, and that he gave himself a ransom for all 
But it is conténded by many, who think it their 
duty to maintain the application of the words, which 


men. 


stand at the head of this article, to prove the endless 
misery of the many mentioned in the text, that though 
the Saviour cid, in reality, give himself a ransom for all 
men, yet this does not prove that the most of men may 
not be finally lost, in consequence of their not comply- 
ing with the terms of salvation. To this argument we 
think proper to reply, that before it should be received 
as a weighty argument, it should be found in the testi- 
mony of scripture, or the dictates of reason, or both.— 
Take the general sense of the gospel dispensation and 
ministry, as stated by St. Paul, for an example of the 
scripture doctrine on this question. See 2 Cor. v. 18, 
19, ** And all things are of God, who hath reconciled 
us unto himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us 
the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, net imputing 
their trespasses unto them.” As the very design of the 
gospel ministry is to reconcile the unreconciled, the 
idea of submitting the matter to the choice of an un- 
reconciled mind is in direct opposition to the object in 


view. Most certainiy the divine Being could not have 


instituted a ministry designed for the reconciliation of 


an unreconciled mind, without constituting in that 
ministry all necessary means for accomplishing such an 
end. Furthermore, what reason can there be given for 
the opinien that one, who possesses all knowledge, 
should provide a ransom for all men, when knowing 
that this doctrine of the endless misery of the most part 
of mankind was a truth. 
all that we call reason. It seems impossible to speak 
rationally on the subject of redemption, without admit- 
ting that it was the design of the divine Being to effect 
the final deliverance of all for whom the ransom was 
given. 


This would be contrary to 


We shall find ourselves greatly assisted on the sub- 
lect now under consideration, by an attention to some 
passages of scripture, which speak of the effects result- 
ing from the means of grace. !n Komans, where St. 
Paul says, ** For all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God,” he adds; * being justified freely by his 





that Jesus justifies as many as he bore the iniquities of. 
‘** By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many, for he shall bear their iniquities.” pt 

We may now notice that we have proved, by the pas- 
sages already quoted, that Jesus gave himself a ransom 
for all men, and that he justifies all for whom he gave 
himself a ransom. 

The reader will now call to mind the word few, used 
in the passage placed at the head of this article, and 
query whether that word can comprehend all for whom 
the Saviour gave himself a ransom, and al] who are jus- 
tified by his grace? But we have not quite done with 
this word fer. 

It may be asked, by some, whether all for whom 
Christ died, and who are said to be justified by his grace 
will ever be righteous? for men must be righteous in 
order to be bappy. Reply; If a man be justified he 
must be righteous, for he cannot be justified in sin.— 
Therefore if **all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God ; being justified freely by his grace, thro’ 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” then the right- 
eousness of all, who have siuned is evidently proved.— 
Therefore we read, Rom. v. 19, ‘* For as by one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners ; so by the obe- 
dience of one shall many be made righteous.” Now it 
is evident that the word many twice used in this pas- 
sage has the same meaning in both cases ; but will any 
candid christian pretend that the word many in this 
passage means no more than the word few in the pas- 
sage under consideration ? 

After John describes the hundred ’nd forty and four 
thousand who were sealed in the 7th of Revelations, he 
adds; ** After this | beheld, and lo, a great multitude, 
which ne man could number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and languages, stood before the 
throne, & before the lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, say- 
ing, salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb forever.” Now is it not utterly un- 
seemly to apply the word few to this multitude? All 
nations, all kindreds, all people, and all tongues are 
here seen with white robes and with palms. White 
robes indicate righteousness, and palms ere ensigns of 
See again Rev. v. 13, ** And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 


victory. 


earth, and such as are in the sea, and all. that are im 
them, heard I saying, blessing, and honour, and glory 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the lamb, for ever and ever.”” There is no 
possible way by which the word few can be properly 
applied to this number. But will the reader ask what 
the Saviour meant by the strait and varrow way that 
leadeth to destruction? He is refered to No.20, page 79.. 


——— oa - -_-—— 











MARRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. George 
Parker to Miss Harriet W. Boardman. 
Mr. Isaac Snaith to Miss Sarah Hart, of Portsmouth.. 











ing it into the clear light of the scriptures. If the word 
few comprehend all that will finally be saved, then we 
should naturally expect that this word would be used 
in other parts of the scriptures, where any reference is 
made to the number of those who are to be the partak- 
ers of the Redeemer’s grace. But this is not the case. 
We shall see at once that words which are widely differ- 
ent in their meaning, from the word few, are frequent- 
ly used to indicate the number of those who arethe sub- 
yects of grace and salvation. Jeaiah lili. 6, ** All we 


grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” , 
Here justification, which is a consequence of the ran- 
som, or redemption, is declared to be entirely universal, 
Likewise, on the subject of justification, it is written in 
the 53d of Isaiah, in the place where the prophet said, 
** The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all,” it 
jc Te ad as gs 66 sha 2 : avail of 

cb eakene ee cedieed ee ve sibachhes tale ads dau: hter of the late Mr. Samuel Holbronk.-- Mire. ‘ory, 
tPA c jh. rricott, 71.—* vr. Banuecl bashwood, 58.—leuriette 
righteous servant justify many ; for he shali bear their’ © 4 edeinge Od it of Oo re Redding, @ years. 


iniquities.”? By this passage we are authorised to be-j lu Salem, Rey. WILLIAM BENTLEY,.D..D.. 2 55. 





DIED, 

In this town, John Hubbert, Fsq. aged 60.—Mrs,. 
Ann Curtis, relict of the late Col. Charles Curtis, 36.— 
Mr. Benjamin Cushing, 45.— Mr. Matthies Ryder, prin- 
Dt. 


ter, 25; and his only ebild, 7 wo.—Mr& Abigail batts,. 


wile of Mr. Timo. Batts, 36. — Mise Fh lizabeth Holbicek,. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ace 
SABBATH MORNING. 
MY soul, is this a Sabbath morn? 
The day on which from death was born 
The Saviour of mankin: ? 
Like Mary, early as the dawn, 
My heart shall seek bim, who was born 

From death. O may! find! 

His gracious voice shall cheer my heart, 
His love a balsam shal] impart 

To ev'ry wound I feel; 

His word is light, ‘tis grace and pesce, 
O may it through the day increase, 

And hidden 
May millions on this happy day, 
Rejoice in him who is the way, 

Who is the truth and life; 

And may the great salvation shine, 
Through Jesus who is all divine, 
The end of sin and strife. 


ings reveal. 


O shall we on this joyful day, 
Slumber the precious micrn away, 
Nor think of him who rose? 
Who found the way from death to heaven, 
Eternal life to man hath given, 
And joys which never close. 








SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


aa 
NEW YEAR. 

ALL hail, the matchless pow’r divine, 

That rolls the steady wheel of time! 

Thrice bail, the condescending God, 

Who sprinkles show’rs of grace abroad! 

Thy providential dealings, Lord, 

Are with the choicest comforts stor'd ; 

Revolving years justly fulfil 

The countless mercies of thy will. 

The year that’s past will come no more, 

Propitious heav’n has blest each hour 

With social sweets, with friendship’s wine. 

Like ripen’d clusters from the vine. 

Winter, tho’ bound in icy chains, 

Resign'd to spring’s more brilliant beams ; 

Summer and autumn blessings shed, 

And I’m not number’d with the dead. 


What wond’rous grace, and potent arm, 
Has kindly kept my soul from harm; 
Granting to me a safe retreat, 

While fleeting time her numbers beat? 


O God of grace, and matchless skill, 
Teach me to know und do thy will; 
My luke-warm heart, O Lord, renew 
With saving grace and heav’nly dew. 
From month to month, from day to day, 
Lord, guide my feet in wisdom’s way ; 
Where’er } rove, where’er I lie, 

Make me the apple of thine eye. 
Shaded beneath thy balmy wing, 
Attune my heart thy praise to sing, 
*Till fleeting years and transient days, 


| 
| corded support the belief that this judgment is the last 





Shall end in glory’s perfect blaze. S. S. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
wows 
Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 100. 


Uni. My dear friend, I am happy to meet youagain, deeply afiected with the account, and should be desir- 
and hope you now have leisure and disposition to reply ‘ ous of as much information concerning the subjcet, as 
to the queries which I stated on the subject of the could be obtained. 


judgment, of which we read in Matthew xxv. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Lim. This, sir, is the sole object which | now have 
in view, and I have prepared myself to give you my 
mind on your several questions, « Lich are the following: 
Ist. Does the connexion in which this account Is re- 


ever to take place respecting mankind? 2. Does this 
be rsised from the dead to 


) account prove that any will 
Is it ascertained by 


| be brought to this judge ot? 3. 
}the connexion of this passage, that the material world 
* nd system will literally come to an end at, er hefore 
the time of this judgment. 4. Is there any event re- 
corded in the 25th chay ter which can justly he referred 
to a later period than the one mentioned in the 34th 
verse of the 24th ci apter ? 
I am of opinion that the last of these questions, when 
correctly answered, will render the first explained, and 
he same, no doubt, may be said of the rest; for if there 
eno event recorded in the 25th ch ip. that can be just- 
iy referred to a later period than the one expressed In 
the 34th verse of the 24th chapter, it will settle the two 
| uiddle questions at once. 1 am disposed, therefore, to 
| direct my attention in the first place, to reply to the 
st question, for this is the order in which I studied and | 
| Inecitate 
! have carefully observed the directions you gave me, 


and began my reading on this great subject in the 23d 


d the subject. 
A 


chapter. The evangelist has given a sketch in this 


chapter of what, no doubt, was « much more lengthy 





| discourse, in which the abominations of the religious 
i\Jews were pointed out, and the judgments of God, 
which awaited them, denounced. Here I observe that 
| the blessed Saviour was particular in limiting the time 
'of the execution of the judgments of which he spake, 
as expressed in verse 35, ** Verily I say unto you, all 
these things shal] come upon this generation.”? After 
this declaration, the Saviour expressed his lamentation 
over Jerusalem, which closes this chapter. The next 
begins with an account of Jesus going out and depart- 
ing from the temple, at which time his disciples seemed 
to cal] his attention to the buildings of the temple— 


** Jesus said unto them, see ye not all these things? 
Verily I say unto you, there shall not be left ome stone 
upon another,that shall] not be thrown down.” The idea 
which strikes my mind on reading this account is the 
following. Jesus had been speaking to the rulers, 
scribes, doctors, and pharisees in the temple concern- 





ing their wickedness and the final destruction of their 


i city and temple. When he hed finished his lamenta- 
| tion over Jeruselem, he repaired to the mount of Olives, 
| but just as he was going out of the temple, his disciples 
|called his attention to the immense strength of that 
, wonderful building; seeming to say to him, do you 
‘think that this temple will be destroyed? He cast his 
eyes over the vast pile of most beautiful hewn stone, 
and the brilliant ornaments of this wonder of the world. 


and calmly replied; ‘*See ye not all these things? Ve- 


rily I say unto you, there shal] not be left here one stone 
pon another, that shall not be thrown down.”? Now 
jas I view this subject, it is evident*hat the Saviour pro- 
phesied of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, 
and certified the people that these things would al! 
itake place in that generation. Jesus now goes to his 
| favourite mount, which was nigh unto Jerusalem, and 
which commanded a fair prospect of the city, and sat 
down. His disciples were very deeply affected with 
the prophesy whioh they had just heard their master 
deliver, and seemed to desire to receive more informa- 
tion on the subject. All this appears perfectly natural. 
| Should one, who should be reputed a prophet, and one 
in whom we believed, and in whom we had great con- 
‘fidence, pronounced such judgments on the town ol 
; Boston, and inform us that this metropolis would so 
isoon be destroyed, as that its destruction would take 
place in our day, we should most certainly be very 





Accordingly did the disciples of 





questions; 1. ** When shall these things be? And what 
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?” | acknowledge, sir, that | never understood 
what the disciples meant by the end of the world, until 
I carefully studied the subjectin its connexion. I used 
to think, indeed without calling the subject in question, 
that by the end of the world, the disciples meant the 
end of the material world in which we live; but I am 
now fully satisfied that no such thing was meant, either 
in the questions, or the answers; but by the end of the 
world, we are to understand the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, the end of the Jewish polity, and the dispersion of 
the Jews. That this is the subject to which our Saviour 
replied, I think there can remain no reasonable doubt, 
after the following particulars are carefully noticed, 
Jesus immediately, in his reply, directed his observa- 
tions in a way to relate to the end of the world, see ver. 
6. **And ye shall hear of wars, and rumours of wurs, 
see that ye be not troubled; for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet..’ Now as the 
disciples asked him of the end of the world, and he in 
his reply immediately speaks of the end, it appears to 
be doing great violence not to allow, that Jesus spake of 
the same end of which the disciples asked him. The 
divine teacher proceeds to inform his disciples of the 
things which should take place among the nations, and 
of what his enemies would do to them; and in the 13th 
** But he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.’ That 
Jesus here spake of the same end of which he spake in 


verse he again speaks of the end. 


the 6th verse cannot be doubted, and that in both, he 
spake of the same end of which his disciples asked him 
can be as little doubted. But i greatly wonder that this 
end should ever have been understood to mean the end 
of the natural world, which we inhabit, for certainly 
Jesas could not think that nobody would be saved, in 
the future, eternal world, only those who should con- 
tinue here on earth, until the earth should come to an 


end! Inthe 14th verse Jesus again speaks of ihe end 
as follows; ** And this gospel of the kingdom: shall be 


nreached in all the world, fora witness unto «i! Potions 


and then shall the end come.” Now that this end 
meant the destruction of Jerusalem the very next words 
show beyond all doubt. ** When ye, therefore, shall see 
the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Deniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place ; then let them which 
be in Judea flee into the mountains ; let bim which is 
on the house-top not come down to take any thing out 
of the house ; neither let him which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. And woe untothem that are 
with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! 
3ut pray ye that your fight be not in the winter, nei- 
ther on the sabbath day; for then shail be vicat tribu- 
lation, such as was not since the beginning «f the world 
ta this time, no, nor ever shali be.” ‘This is a part of 
the description of the end of the world, anc it is as eVvi- 
dent as it can be, or as any thing can be, that in this 
account Jesus had no allusion to the end ct the mate- 
rial world in which we live. In fact it is real stupicity 
in any one tosuppose any such thing. If this earth was 
Jlon fire, and the literal elements melting with fervent 
heat, and if the dead were coming out of the ton.bs to 
come to the judgment in which we have believed, is it 
reasonable to suppose that there could be any such 
thing as fleeing to the mountains for safety ?_ or would it 
avail any thing to pray that such a scene might not bep- 
pen in the winter or on the sabbath day?) Why would 
it be worse for those in particuler circumstances, hem- 
ed, than for others?) The plain fact is, Jesus was speak- 
ing of the end of the order of things which then exist- 
ed, which was called the end of the world. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 
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